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Bradford G. Beigay Executive Director 35 years

bbeigay@co.cambria.pa.us

David L. Belz Principal Planner 39 years
dbelz@co.cambria.pa.us

Gerald P. Parisi Principal Planner 27 years
gparisi@co.cambria.pa.us

Colleen A. Bukowski Administrative Assistant 32 years
cbukowski@co.cambria.pa.us

Role of the Planning Commission

The primary function of the Planning Commission, as outlined in the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code (Act 247 of 1968), is to prepare and periodically update the County Comprehensive Plan. Its
secondary function is to assist local municipalities in preparing their comprehensive plans, zoning
ordinances, and subdivision and land development ordinances. Another function is to be a standing
member of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and to act as its official secretary. The MPO is
primarily responsible for preparing and updating a county-wide transportation plan consistent with the
requirements of both the Federal and State governments. Additionally, the Planning Commission prepares
the County’s 12-Year Transportation Program. This program lists all the major highway, bridge, mass
transit, and airport improvement projects to be undertaken within Cambria County.

Comprehensive Planning

A County Comprehensive Plan, as required by the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act 247 as
reenacted and amended), is important because it represents a compilation of local facts and statistics
presented in an orderly and systematic manner that aids local county or municipal officials in preparing for
the future. In essence, a Comprehensive Plan is a “blueprint” for the future development of a county or
municipality. It can also be said that municipalities (or counties) prepare such plans in order to improve
their ability to: (1) adapt to the expected; (2) to create the desirable; and (3) to avoid the undesirable.

The staff of the County Planning Commission has completed an update to the existing Cambria County
Comprehensive Plan which was assembled in 1982. The Update provides short— and long-range
recommendations and implementation strategies to assist municipalities with developing comprehensive
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The initial phase of developing the Plan involved the preparation of an Assessment Report which included
vision statements, major issues, current status of these issues; goals, action steps, lead agencies, target
dates, and evaluation criteria for each of the following subsections: Economic Development; Human
Capital; and Quality of Life.

The Master Plan was completed and subsequently adopted by the Cambria County Commissioners on
August 24, 2000. The Plan is now in the implementation phase. More specifically, this phase involves
monitoring the progress made by all lead agencies and the continued review of all goals and objectives by
the Master Plan Board of Directors and Trustees.

Members of the Planning Commission Board of
Directors

The Planning Commission Board holds its monthly meetings on the third Thursday of each month at a
locally designated restaurant. Each of the following Commission members is appointed for a four (4) year
term by the County Commissioners.

Board Members

Robert E. Fisher, Jr. - Chairman Joseph J. McAneny
Sam Valenty Tim Whited
Toni-Renee Anderson Carl McDermit
Russell Kiel Ralph Trofino

Ronald M. Rovansek
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